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. The Clash Chancellor Hall Chelmsford 1977 White Riot Tour.

Looking Back To The Day The Clash Came To Town On The White Riot Tour With Subway Sect, The Slits and The Prefects
We were just bored teenagers on that day
on the 29th of May
For this was going to be a very special day
1977 was the year
'l hope go to heaven' was in my ear!
CBS was the label on my turntable
Over and over it got played, just before this big day
it was almost worn out before they played.
Turn it down turn it down my parents did say
weeks before this most memorable day.
Then we got dressed in our best punk gear
Never thought | would wear that Baddow Comp Blazer again with fear
But all torn up it made me look good again.
Barry Magowan was my, now punk mate
Who called round with some spray paint
My mum got some gel and spiked up our hair
While Barry sprayed me all over without a care
Now I'm bald on top of my head, perhaps it was that paint that was on my brain that made me so insane.
So dressed up we did on this day, for it was the Clash that led us on our way
The Lion and Lamb was the place to meet.
before the big gig and have a treat
London punks with locals alike,
Chelmsford was now a sight,
No Teds or Skins could be seen,
punks in town all looking mean.
Subway Sect set the scene to start us of on this punky theme.

The Slits made a scream, these girls could make you cream, in your dreams
Prefects no longer part school, but they made a noise to made you feel cool.
But we were there on that night,
as Strummer led the Clash band out
pogo up, pogo down, as girls and boys jumped around
Hate and War and Jamie Jones said it all
'a white riot, a riot, | want a white riot, a riot | want
Garage band Garage Land'!

The Chancellor Hall said it all.....
are we bored with the USA,
yes we are, and still today
Gob in your mouth to spit it out
Remote Control led us about
Career opportunities, the ones that never knock
Every job they offer you is to keep you out the dock
London's burning with boredom now
London's burning dial 999999
Music will never be the same
on the day that punks came our way
a life changing concert it was for us all

never played my Zepp anymore.

Maurice Hyde 28th May 2107
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Chelmsford Punks Martin Reid, Gary McDowell, Pete Frostick,
Mick Bartlett. Sunday Times Magazine Sept 1977. Photo taken at
Chancellor Hall Clash Gig, Click On Image To Play Video "1977"

| remember the build up to the evening, about how sleepy
Chelmsford was going to be invaded by hordes of rabid
Punk Rockers marauding our streets from London, how
drugs and alcohol were going to ruin the adolescent
youth for years to come. | was 18 at the time and thought
it was great. | can remember the Lion and Lamb, AKA the
Animals (this was the pub in front of Dukes) having a lot
of the local thugery, waiting for the punks and | think we
actually drank in there and the Fleece before the gig. | do
recall getting dressed up in an old school blazer with a
skinny black tie. The blazers were ripped and had safety
pins festooned all over them. Also this was the time of the
Queens Silver Jubilee, there were many little plastic Union
Jack flags in abundance, a lot of these were saftey pinned
to jackeetsand shirts. We must have looked stupid but we
thought we were cool.

Inside the hall it seemed ever so dark and sweaty,
between the bands heavy Dub Reggae seemed to shake
the venue to its core. | can’t remember a lot about the
bands apart from that, | thought that the Slits were
excellent, | think that this was my reggae upbringing.
They played what | thought at the time the best song of
the night, “New Town” When they sang this they rocked
from foot to foot in unison. | know the Subway Sect also
played and | think the Prefects, but this part of the night
was a blur. The Clash were good and | remember “White
Riot” blaring out and everyone going mental. They also
did a version of Junior Murvins “Police and Thieves.” The
strange thing at that time was that | couldn’t hear much
difference between them and the Feelgoods. Fast exciting
music.
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Rare Ticket Chancellor Hall Chelmsford. Click On Image To Play "Whi
Video From 1977

| don't have any nostalgic tales about the White Riot Tour corr
Chelmsford. Don't get me wrong, | was there and it was a bla
memory is of a collection of bands from all round the Country
very angry about matters that meant F all to me. | remember
Prefects sang "Birmingham is a shithole™ which | thought was
obvious - having now visited our town, the singer must have 1
that anywhere north of Chelmsford would fall into that catego
be why they never recorded it!)? | completely forgot about Su
and haven't a clue about their songs - must have been at the t
their set? The Slits were sluts because one of them touched E
on the way to the stage - spent their set laughing at that and n
much of them musically, good album cover though, inspiring
adolescent! Loved The Clash - that backdrop is a brilliant
representation of the time - but we didn't have riots like that ir
so was a little difficult to sympathise but the songs, the anger
groundbreaking for us. Shame the best punk band to come tc
the first, in hindsight all the bands that followed weren't quite
inspiring.

In recent times, | was one of the 50 or so that saw Carbon/Silic
couple of years ago when everyone else was watching Muse -
is still out there folks, sometime Gorilla(z), shame he only con
town every 31 years.

Ash July 2010

I Took A Poster Like This From The Wall Downsatirs At The Chancelic
Gig. Click On Image To Play Video "London's Burning"

The night seemed to go really quickly and | did realise at the t
had been to something that had probably changed my life mu
wasn’t for that night, | would have never seen some of the gre
coming bands before they were famous. | wouldn’t have enjoy
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http://https//www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jgcwJxrhbs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meNsTZy2JJs
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weGEv_BhjNw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFwu4zHuyMs
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IN THE BEGINNING
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E-Mail Chelmsford Rocks!'!
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wil2Jd01wSc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6n29CvA620
mailto:chelmsfordrocks@yahoo.co.uk
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CLICK HERE

TO JOIN OUR
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GROUP

Submit Info

Click Here To View Guest Book
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http://chelmsfordrocks.com/fsguestbook.html
http://www.facebook.com/?sk=2361831622#!/group.php?gid=114271628599489

